
   

 
 

 

 

What do you do when you are excited about a future event? 
 

1      The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2 It is written in Isaiah the prophet:  

         “I will send my messenger ahead of you,  

         who will prepare your way”—  

         3      “a voice of one calling in the desert,  

         ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,  

         make straight paths for him.’ ” 

4 And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all 

the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were 

baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, 

with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And 

this was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs 

of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with 

water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”   

 

1. Repentance: Joy in _____________! 

a. Repentance _____________my heart. 

• 2 Corinthians 7:9-11 For you became sorrowful as God intended and 
so were not harmed in any way by us. 10 Godly sorrow brings 
repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly 
sorrow brings death. 11 See what this godly sorrow has produced in 
you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what 
indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness 
to see justice done. At every point you have proved yourselves to be 
innocent in this matter. 

• Joel 2:12 “Even now,” declares the Lord,  
“return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and 
mourning.” 13 Rend your heart and not your garments.  
 
 

SERMON NOTES 
 

Joy of Anticipation! 
December 10, 2023 



 

b. Repentance _____________my relationships. 

• Joel 2:13 Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents 
from sending calamity.  
 

• Luke 15:17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to 
death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired 
men.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.  
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 
around him and kissed him.  
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  

 
2. Baptism: Joy in _____________! 

• Acts 16:29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul 
and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?”  
31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and 
your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all 
the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and 
washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized. 
34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was 
filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole 
family. 
 

a. My sins are _____________away! 

• Acts 2:36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made 
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to 
Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  

 

b. My life has a _____________start! 

• Romans 6:4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into 
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  

 



 

3. Life: Joy in _____________! 

a. I live for Christ, not just _____________. 

• 2 Corinthians 5:14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died 
for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for 
him who died for them and was raised again.  

b. I live for eternity, not just for _____________! 

• 1 Peter 1:8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even 
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with 
an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the goal of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

 

NEXT WEEK: Behold a Savior is Born!”  A Servant’s LOVE! 

Miss a week of the series?  

Go to www.crosspointgtx.com Live Stream page to find sermon archives! 

Also, don’t miss the devotional emails this week to build on today’s message!  

(Go to crosspointgtx.com and click on “Daily Devotions” – bottom left.) 
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The thought the Spirit is leading me to focus on is: 
 
 
 
 
 
The change the Spirit is leading me to work on is: 
 
 
 
 
 
The action the Spirit is prompting me to take is: 
 
 
 
 
 
My prayers today are: 
 
 
 
 
 
Someone I would like to bless with today’s message: 
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