SERMON NOTES

HOW WOULD YOU .

ANSWER? ! “Have | drifted too far?”
' John 21:1-19

April 26, 2026

21  Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It
happened this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3
“I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with
you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught
nothing.

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize
that it was Jesus.

5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”

“No,” they answered.

6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.”
When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number
of fish.

7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as
Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment
around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other
disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far
from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of
burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.”

11 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large
fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them,
“Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are
you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to
them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus
appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of
John, do you truly love me more than these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”

16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?”

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”




17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He
said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 | tell you the truth, when you were younger you
dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you
do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which
Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”

1. Jesus Meets You in Your .

a. Drifting pulls you back to your

e Hebrews 2:1 We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what
we have heard, so that we do not drift away.

b. Jesus shows up even when you don’t him.

e Isaiah 65:1-2 “I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; | was
found by those who did not seek me. To a nation that did not call on
my name, | said, ‘Here am I, here am I.” 2 All day long | have held out
my hands to an obstinate people, who walk in ways not good,
pursuing their own imaginations—

2. Jesus Restores what you think you’ve .

a. You are not defined by your moment.

e Matthew 26:73-75 After a little while, those standing there went up to
Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you
away.” 74 Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore
to them, “I don’t know the man!” Immediately a rooster crowed. 75
Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the
rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside
and wept bitterly.

b. You are defined by your Savior’s

e Psalm 103:11-13 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so
great is his love for those who fear him; 12 as far as the east is from
the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 13 As a
father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on
those who fear him;




Jesus Reclaims Your , hot just your

a. Grace our past.

e 1John 1:8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

e  Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by
works, so that no one can boast.

b. Grace us forward.

e Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

e Matthew 28:16-20 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the
mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him,
they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them
and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and
teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely |
am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

So... have you drifted too far? NO!
Jesus stands on the shore of your life.
Not saying: “You’ve gone too e
But asking: “Do you me?”
And calling:“ me.”




GOD’S HEART. MAKE IT YOUR MISSION!

Take It With You (Personal Application)

Drift doesn’t happen all at once—it happens quietly in the small choices of daily life.
This week, take inventory of where you may have “gone back” instead of forward.
Bring that honestly to Jesus in prayer. Hear Him ask, “Do you love me?” and
respond. Then take one simple step toward Him—time in the Word, prayer, or
obedience—trusting He meets you there.

Live It Out (Witness & Sharing)

Many people around you are quietly carrying the weight of feeling “too far gone.”
This week, look for someone who may be discouraged or distant—from God or
others—and offer presence, not pressure. Share how Jesus meets and restores, even
in failure. Your story of grace, or a simple invitation to reconnect with faith, may be
the very shoreline where they encounter Him again.

MY NOTES:

CONNECT CARD OFFERINGS & GIFTS DAILY DEVOTIONS
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