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1      An oracle: The word of the 

LORD to Israel through Malachi. 

1. The LORD speaks to 

__________ our hearts! 

a. How have you loved us? 

• Malachi 1:2 “I have 
loved you,” says the Lord.  
“But you ask, ‘How have you loved us?’  
“Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” the Lord says. “Yet I have loved 
Jacob, 3 but Esau I have hated, and I have turned his mountains into a 
wasteland and left his inheritance to the desert jackals.”  

How would you answer this question for yourself? 

 

b. How have we shown contempt for your name? 

• Malachi 1:6-7 6 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If I 
am a father, where is the honor due me? If I am a master, where is the 
respect due me?” says the Lord Almighty. “It is you, O priests, who 
show contempt for my name.  
“But you ask, ‘How have we shown contempt for your name?’  
7 “You place defiled food on my altar.  

How would you answer this question for yourself? 

 

c. How have we defiled you? 

• Malachi 1:7 “You place defiled food on my altar.  
“But you ask, ‘How have we defiled you?’  
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“By saying that the LORD’s table is contemptible. 8 When you bring 
blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice 
crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try offering them to 
your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you?” 
says the LORD Almighty.  

How would you answer this question for yourself? 

 

d. How have we wearied you? 

• Malachi 2:17 You have wearied the Lord with your words.  
“How have we wearied him?” you ask.  
By saying, “All who do evil are good in the eyes of the LORD, and he is 
pleased with them” or “Where is the God of justice?”  

How would you answer this question for yourself? 

 

e. How shall we return? 

Malachi 3:6 “I the Lord do not change. So you, O descendants of 
Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your forefathers you 
have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to 
me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty.  
“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’  

How would you answer this question for yourself? 

 

f. How have we robbed you? 

• Malachi 1:8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.  
“But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’  
“In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—the whole nation of 
you—because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says 
the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room 
enough for it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and 
the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,” says the Lord Almighty. 
12 “Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a 
delightful land,” says the Lord Almighty. 

How would you answer this question for yourself? 



 

g. How have we spoken against you? 

• Malachi 3:13 “You have said harsh things against me,” says the Lord.  
“Yet you ask, ‘What have we said against you?’  
14 “You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What did we gain by 
carrying out his requirements and going about like mourners before 
the Lord Almighty? 15 But now we call the arrogant blessed. Certainly 
the evildoers prosper, and even those who challenge God escape.’ ”  
 
How would you answer this question for yourself? 

 

2. The Lord speaks to ________________ our hearts! 

• Malachi 3:16 Then those who feared the Lord talked with each other, 
and the Lord listened and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written 
in his presence concerning those who feared the Lord and honored his 
name.  
17 “They will be mine,” says the Lord Almighty, “in the day when I 
make up my treasured possession. I will spare them, just as in 
compassion a man spares his son who serves him. 18 And you will 
again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, 
between those who serve God and those who do not.  

3. The Lord speaks to ________________ our hearts! 

• 4 “Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant 
and every evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set 
them on fire,” says the Lord Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be 
left to them. 2 But for you who revere my name, the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out 
and leap like calves released from the stall. 3 Then you will trample 
down the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on 
the day when I do these things,” says the Lord Almighty.  

• 4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I 
gave him at Horeb for all Israel.  

• 5 “See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful 
day of the LORD comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their 
children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will 
come and strike the land with a curse.”  

The Heart of God speaks  

to prepare our __________ to welcome __________! 

 



 

Which of the seven questions asked in Malachi challenge 
you most?  What is the Spirit working to change in you? 
 
 
Hearts all around us are drifting from the Lord without 
even realizing it.  How might you use these questions and 
the Lord’s promises to prepare hearts to believe in Jesus? 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GOD’S HEART. MAKE IT YOUR MISSION! 
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