SERMON NOTES

The Prophet: Hosea
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unfaithful world!
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Israel:

e 2 Peter 1:19 And we have the word of the prophets made more
certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of
Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. 21 For
prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

2 When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him,
“Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness,
because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the
Lord.” 3 So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived
and bore him a son.

4 Then the Lord said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because | will soon
punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and | will put an
end to the kingdom of Israel. 5 In that day | will break Israel’s bow in the
Valley of Jezreel.”




6 Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then the Lord
said to Hosea, “Call her Lo-Ruhamah, for | will no longer show love to
the house of Israel, that | should at all forgive them. 7 Yet | will show love
to the house of Judah; and | will save them—not by bow, sword or
battle, or by horses and horsemen, but by the Lord their God.”

8 After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had another son. 9 Then
the Lord said, “Call him Lo-Ammi, for you are not my people, and | am
not your God.

10 “Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot
be measured or counted. In the place where it was said to them, ‘You are
not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the living God.” 11 The people
of Judah and the people of Israel will be reunited, and they will appoint
one leader and will come up out of the land, for great will be the day of
Jezreel.

1. Gomer: A picture of our

a. Jezreel: | want to rule my way.

e Hosea 4:6 “Because you have rejected knowledge, | also reject you as
my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, | also will
ignore your children.

o Hosea 8:2-4 Israel cries out to me, ‘O our God, we acknowledge
you!” 3 But Israel has rejected what is good; an enemy will pursue
him. 4 They set up kings without my consent; they choose princes
without my approval. With their silver and gold they make idols for
themselves to their own destruction.

We are unfaithful when we:

b. Lo-Ruhamah: “No mercy”: | want to do my thing.

e Hosea 8:11-13 “Though Ephraim built many altars for sin
offerings, these have become altars for sinning. 12 | wrote for them
the many things of my law, but they regarded them as something
alien. 13 They offer sacrifices given to me and they eat the
meat, but the LORD is not pleased with them.




e Hosea 9:7 Because your sins are so many and your hostility so
great, the prophet is considered a fool, the inspired man a maniac.

e Hosea 9:15 “Because of all their wickedness in Gilgal, | hated them
there. Because of their sinful deeds, | will drive them out of my
house. | will no longer love them; all their leaders are rebellious.

We are unfaithful when we:

c. Lo-Ammi: “Not my people”: | want to be my god.

e Hosea 2:13 | will punish her for the days she burned incense to the
Baals; she decked herself with rings and jewelry, and went after her
lovers, but me she forgot,” declares the LORD.

We are unfaithful when we:

2. Hosea: A picture of God’s

a. The LORD remains to the unfaithful

e Hosea 2:19-20 I will betroth you to me forever; | will betroth you in
righteousness and justice, in love and compassion. 20 | will betroth
you in faithfulness, and you will acknowledge the LORD.

e  Hosea 13:4 “But | am the LORD your God, who brought you out of
Egypt. You shall acknowledge no God but me, no Savior except me.

b. The LORD in mercy our sins.

e  Hosea 13:14 “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; | will
redeem them from death. Where, O death, are your plagues? Where,
O grave, is your destruction?

e Hosea 14:1-2  Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God. Your sins have
been your downfall! 2 Take words with you and return to the
LORD. Say to him: “Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously, that
we may offer the fruit of our lips.



c. The LORD in love calls us his !

e Hosea 2:23 | will plant her for myself in the land; | will show my love to
the one I called ‘Not my loved one.” | will say to those called ‘Not my
people,” ‘You are my people’; and they will say, You are my God.” ”

e Hosea 14:3 Assyria cannot save us; we will not mount war-horses. We
will never again say ‘Our gods’ to what our own hands have made, for
in you the fatherless find compassion.”

e 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once
you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

The heart of God is even when we are .
e  Hosea 14:9 Who is wise? He will realize these things. Who is

discerning? He will understand them. The ways of the LORD are
right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in them.

GOD’S HEART. MAKE IT YOUR MISSION!

What’s one change you sense God calling you to make as
you follow Him this week?

Where do you see an opportunity to bring God’s heart of
faithfulness into your relationships, work, or community?

GOD’S HEART
OUR MISSION

G

ACT JUSTLY.
LOVE MERCY.

WALK HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD.
MICAH 6:8




